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Noble identities: the origins of 50 aristocratic 
houses of Armenia as reported in the historical 

work of aƻǾǎŢǎ ·ƻǊŜƴŀŎ ƛ (5th/8th cent. CE)  
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Outline of the talk 

ÅArmenia as central periphery between empires, 
400-900 CE 

ÅMobile elites from and to Armenia and imperial 
αregimes of mobilityά 

ÅThe mobility of objects: coins, gifts, trade and 
tribute 

ÅMobile scholars across frontiers  

ÅConclusion ς dimensions and impacts of 
mobility 
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¢ƘŜ αcentral peripheryά ƻŦ Byzantium, 
Persia and the Caliphate: Armenia, 

Lazika, Iberia und Caucasian Albania 

From: Hewsen, R. H., Armenia: A Historical Atlas. Chicago, 2001. 
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Fragmented landscapes, delicate ecologies,  
strategically important routes 

 

From: The Armenian History 
attributed to Sebeos. Translated, 
with notes, by R. W. Thomson, 
historical commentary by J. Howard-
Johnston, Assistance from T. 
Greenwood (Translated Texts for 
Historians), 2 Vol. Liverpool, 1999. 
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A weighted network model of routes 
(integrating pre-modern data on travel times) 
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Connectivity and the identification of 
clusters and regions 
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Connectivity and the identification of clusters 
and regions: topological graph 
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The houses of the Armenian aristocracy 
(na a̝rark ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ fragmentation of power 

From: Hewsen, R. H., Armenia: A Historical Atlas. Chicago, 2001. 
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The divisions of Armenia between Rome and Persia  
(387, 591 and 630 CE) and the end of the Arsacid monarchy 
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The Battles at the Yarmuk (636) and of al-vņŘƛǎơȅŀ 
(636 ?) and the Arab advance towards Armenia 
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