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Conference: Regional and Transregional Elites – Connecting 
the Early Islamic Empire 

 
Oct. 7-8, 2016, Universität Hamburg 
 
 

 
 
 

Program 
 

 
 
Fri., Oct. 7, 2016  Universität Hamburg, Edmund-Siemers-Allee (ESA) 1, AS-Saal 
 
 
8.30 am   Registration 
 
 
 
CONCEPTUALIZATION OF REGIONAL AND TRANSREGIONAL ELITES FROM A COMPARATIVE 

PERSPECTIVE 

 
9.00 am   Stefan Heidemann (Universität Hamburg) 

Transregional and Regional Elites 
 
9.45 am Peter Verkinderen and Simon Gundelfinger (Universität Hamburg) 

Governors in the Early Islamic Empire – A Comparative Regional Perspective 
 
10.30 am   Coffee break 
 
 
 
TRANSREGIONAL AND IMPERIAL ELITES: RECRUITMENT, FUNCTION, NETWORKS, AND 
REPRODUCTION OF IMPERIAL ELITES 
 
10.45 am  Fanny Bessard (SOAS University of London) 

The Twilight of the Late Antique Clerical and Landowning Elite and the 
Dawn of a Civilian Bourgeoisie 

 
11.30 am   Georg Leube (Universität Bayreuth) 

Insult the Caliph, Marry al-Ḥasan, and Redeem your Kingdom: Freiheitsgrade 
of Kindī Elites During the 7th to 9th Century CE 
 
 

12.15 am  Lunch Break  
 
 

1.30 pm Amikam Elad (Hebrew University of Jerusalem)  

Preliminary Notes on the Term and Institution of al-Shākiriyya in Early Islam 
(ca. 146/635-636 – 218/833) Mainly According to the Arabic Sources 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/voror/personen/heidemann.html
https://www.islamic-empire.uni-hamburg.de/en/team/dr-peter-verkinderen.html
https://www.islamic-empire.uni-hamburg.de/en/team/simon-gundelfinger.html
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/history/staff/fannybessard.html
http://www.islamwissenschaft.uni-bayreuth.de/de/team/Leube_Georg/
http://www.huji.ac.il/dataj/controller/ihoker/MOP-STAFF_LINK?sno=186827&Save_t=
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REGIONAL AND TRANSREGIONAL ELITES WITHIN THE EMPIRE: NORTH AFRICA AND EGYPT 
    
2.15 pm   Cyrille Aillet (Université Lumière-Lyon) 

Connecting the Ibadi Network in North Africa with the Empire  
(8th-9th c.) 

 
 

3.00 pm   Coffee Break 
 
 
3.15 pm   Petra Sijpesteijn (Leiden University) 

Establishing Local Élite Authority in Egypt Through Arbitration and 
Mediation 

 
4.00 pm   Yaacov Lev (Bar Ilan University) 

The Civilian Ruling Elite of the Tulunid-Ikhshidid Period 
 
 
4.45 pm  Coffee Break 
 
 
 
REGIONAL AND TRANSREGIONAL ELITES WITHIN THE EMPIRE: THE ARAB PENINSULA, SYRIA, THE 

JAZĪRA, AND IRAQ  

 
5.00 pm   Matthew Gordon (Miami University) 

Ahmad ibn Tulun and the Campaigns into Syria 
 
 
5.45 pm Philip Wood (Aga Khan University) 

Christian Elites in the Jazīra c. 730-850 
 
 
6.30 pm   Concluding Remarks 
 
 
 
 
Sat., Oct.  8, 2016  Universität Hamburg, Edmund-Siemers-Allee (ESA) 1, AS-Saal 
 
REGIONAL AND TRANSREGIONAL ELITES WITHIN THE EMPIRE: THE ARAB PENINSULA, SYRIA, THE 

JAZĪRA, AND IRAQ (continued) 

 
 
9.00 am Hannah Hagemann (Universität Hamburg) 

Muslim Elites in the Early Islamic Jazīra: The qāḍīs of Ḥarrān, al-Raqqa, and 
al-Mawṣil 

 
9.45 am Alison Vacca (University of Tennessee) 

Abbāsid Governors of the South Caucasus and Central Asia 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://ciham.ish-lyon.cnrs.fr/membres/cyrille-aillet
http://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/petra-sijpesteijn
http://middle-east.biu.ac.il/en/node/51
http://miamioh.edu/cas/academics/departments/history/about/faculty/gordon/index.html
https://www.aku.edu/ismc/faculty/pages/profile.aspx?ProfileID=5&Name=Philip+Wood
https://www.islamic-empire.uni-hamburg.de/en/team/hannah-lena-hagemann.html
http://history.utk.edu/people/alison-vacca/


3 

  

 
10.30 am  Coffee Break 
 
 
10.45 am  Hugh N. Kennedy (SOAS University of London) 

Creating an Imperial Elite: al-Mansur and the Formation of the Early Abbasid 
Ruling Class 
 

11.30 am Noëmie Lucas (Sorbonne) 
Landowners in Lower-Iraq during the 8th Century: Types and Interplays 

 
 
12.15 am  Lunch Break 
 
 
 
REGIONAL AND TRANSREGIONAL ELITES WITHIN THE EMPIRE: IRAN AND GREATER KHURĀSĀN 
 
 
1.30 pm   Jürgen Paul (Martin-Luther-Universität Halle-Wittenberg) 

Who Were the Mulūk Fārs? 
 
2.15 pm   Ahmad Khan (Universität Hamburg) 

Elites and Empire in Khurāsān: The View From the Archives 
 
 

3.00 pm   Coffee Break 
 
 
3.15 pm   Luke Treadwell (The Khalili Research Center)  

Muṭṭawwiʿī and Mamlūk: Military Elites in Samanid Central Asia and Beyond 
 
4.00 pm   Round Table – 300 Years of Empire - Cohesion and Diversity 
   Moderator - Stefan Heidemann (Universität Hamburg) 
 
 
5 pm   End of the Conference 
 
 

https://www.soas.ac.uk/staff/staff36939.php
https://www.univ-paris1.fr/recherche/page-perso/page/?tx_oxcspagepersonnel_pi1%5bpage%5d=presentation&tx_oxcspagepersonnel_pi1%5buid%5d=nlucas
http://www.orientphil.uni-halle.de/sais/ma-paul.php
https://www.islamic-empire.uni-hamburg.de/en/team/ahmad-khan.html
http://krc.orient.ox.ac.uk/krc/index.php/en/staff/101-staff/313-dr-luke-treadwell

